
FIREWORK DISPLAY PERMIT APPLICATION CRITERIA: 

☐ Applicants must complete the Mills County Fireworks Display Permit Applica�on (Page 2).

☐ Applicants must complete the Mills County Cer�fica�on of Liability Insurance Form (Page 3).

☐ Applicants must be licensed with the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives and provide a copy of their Federal Fireworks Permit or Waiver of Same.
(See sample forms on pages 4 and 5)

☐ Applicants must provide a copy from their insurance company of their Cer�ficate of Liability
Insurance. (See sample form on page 6)

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS’ REFERENCE 

• 2023 Iowa Code Sec�on 272.2 (Pages 7 – 8).

• Firework Defini�ons from American Pyrotechnics Associa�on Standard 87-1 (Page 9).



FIREWORK DISPLAY PERMIT APPLICATION 

Pursuant to Sec�on 727.2 of the Code of Iowa, the undersigned and associates herby make applica�on to the Board of 
Supervisors of Mills County, Iowa for a permit for display of fireworks at: 

Loca�on of Display: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Display of fireworks will be on the _______________ Day of ____________________________________, 20__________ 

The imposi�on of a County / City wide ban would make all applica�ons null and void. 

Fireworks will be handled by the Undersigned applicants who are all competent operators: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Applicant hereby states that he / she has contacted: 

☐ The Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and has atached a copy of the Federal
Fireworks Permit or Waiver of same.

☐ Their insurance company and atached a copy of their Cer�ficate of Liability Insurance.

Applicant Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Applicant Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Phone #: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

MILLS COUNTY FIREWORKS DISPLAY PERMIT 

Permission as requested in the foregoing applica�on is hereby granted, subject to applicant complying with the Federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives requirements regarding Class 1.3G display fireworks. 

Signed this ____________________ Day of _______________________________________________, 20_____________ 

______________________________________ 

Board Chairperson 
Board of Supervisors, Mills County Iowa 

Contact Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives for Firework permit information at: (404) 417-2750 



 

 

Cer�fica�on of Liability Insurance 

 

I, _______________________________________, do hereby cer�fy that I carry adequate 
liability insurance to cover the risk of exploding fireworks as described in the permit applica�on. 

 

Applicant Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: __________________ 

 



Sample
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1 HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE, §727.2

727.2 Fireworks.
1. Definitions. For purposes of this section:
a. “Consumer fireworks” includes first-class consumer fireworks and second-class

consumer fireworks as those terms are defined in section 100.19, subsection 1. “Consumer
fireworks” does not include novelties enumerated in chapter 3 of the American pyrotechnics
association’s standard 87-1 or display fireworks enumerated in chapter 4 of the American
pyrotechnics association’s standard 87-1.
b. “Display fireworks” includes any explosive composition, or combination of explosive

substances, or article prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or audible effect by
combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation, and includes fireworks containing any
explosive or flammable compound, or other device containing any explosive substance.
“Display fireworks” does not include novelties or consumer fireworks enumerated in chapter
3 of the American pyrotechnics association’s standard 87-1.
c. “Novelties” includes all novelties enumerated in chapter 3 of the American pyrotechnics

association’s standard 87-1, and that comply with the labeling regulations promulgated by the
United States consumer product safety commission.
2. Display fireworks.
a. A person, firm, partnership, or corporation who offers for sale, exposes for sale, sells at

retail, or uses or explodes any display fireworks, commits a simple misdemeanor, punishable
by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars. However, a city council of a city or a county
board of supervisorsmay, upon application in writing, grant a permit for the display of display
fireworks by municipalities, fair associations, amusement parks, and other organizations or
groups of individuals approved by the city or the county board of supervisors when the display
fireworks will be handled by a competent operator, but no such permit shall be required for
the display of display fireworks at the Iowa state fairgrounds by the Iowa state fair board, at
incorporated county fairs, or at district fairs receiving state aid. Sales of display fireworks
for such display may be made for that purpose only.
b. (1) A person who uses or explodes display fireworks while the use of such devices is

prohibited or limited by an ordinance or resolution adopted by the county or city in which
the firework is used commits a simple misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than two
hundred fifty dollars.
(2) A person who uses or explodes display fireworks while the use of such devices is

suspended by an order of the state fire marshal commits a simple misdemeanor, punishable
by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars.
3. Consumer fireworks and novelties.
a. A person or a firm, partnership, or corporation may possess, use, or explode consumer

fireworks in accordance with this subsection and subsection 4.
b. A person, firm, partnership, or corporation who sells consumer fireworks to a person

who is less than eighteen years of age commits a simple misdemeanor, punishable by a fine
of not less than two hundred fifty dollars. A person who is less than eighteen years of age
who purchases consumer fireworks commits a simple misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of
not less than two hundred fifty dollars.
c. (1) A person who uses or explodes consumer fireworks or novelties while the use of

such devices is prohibited or limited by an ordinance adopted by the county or city in which
the fireworks are used commits a simple misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than
two hundred fifty dollars.
(2) A person who uses or explodes consumer fireworks or novelties while the use of such

devices is suspended by an order of the state fire marshal commits a simple misdemeanor,
punishable by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars.
4. Limitations.
a. A person shall not use or explode consumer fireworks on days other than June 1

through July 8 and December 10 through January 3 of each year, all dates inclusive.
b. A person shall not use or explode consumer fireworks at times other than between the

hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., except that on the following dates consumer fireworks
shall not be used at times other than between the hours specified:
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(1) Between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on July 4 and the Saturdays and
Sundays immediately preceding and following July 4.
(2) Between the hours of 9:00 a.m. on December 31 and 12:30 a.m. on the immediately

following day.
(3) Between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on the Saturdays and Sundays

immediately preceding and following December 31.
c. A person shall not use consumer fireworks on real property other than that person’s

real property or on the real property of a person who has consented to the use of consumer
fireworks on that property.
d. A person who violates this subsection commits a simple misdemeanor. A court shall

not order imprisonment for violation of this subsection.
5. Applicability.
a. This section does not prohibit the sale by a resident, dealer, manufacturer, or jobber of

such fireworks as are not prohibited by this section, or the sale of any kind of fireworks if
they are to be shipped out of the state, or the sale or use of blank cartridges for a show or the
theater, or for signal purposes in athletic sports or by railroads or trucks, for signal purposes,
or by a recognized military organization.
b. This section does not apply to any substance or composition prepared and sold for

medicinal or fumigation purposes.
c. Unless specifically provided otherwise, this section does not apply to novelties.
[C39, §13245.08 – 13245.10; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, §732.17 – 732.19; C79,

81, §727.2]
92 Acts, ch 1163, §120; 99 Acts, ch 153, §22; 2008 Acts, ch 1032, §106; 2017 Acts, ch 115,

§10, 12
Referred to in §100.1, 101A.1, 331.301, 331.304, 364.2, 461A.42
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Fireworks definitions from the American Pyrotechnics Association’s Standard 87-1 

1. Definitions. 
a. “Consumer fireworks” includes first-class consumer fireworks and second-class consumer 

fireworks. “Consumer fireworks” does not include novelties enumerated in chapter 3 of 
the American pyrotechnics association’s standard 87-1 or display fireworks enumerated 
in chapter 4 of the American pyrotechnics association’s standard 87-1. 

b. “First-class consumer fireworks” means the following consumer fireworks: 
(1) Aerial shell kits and reloadable tubes. 
(2) Chasers. 
(3) Helicopter and aerial spinners. 
(4) Firecrackers. 
(5) Mine and shell devices. 
(6) Missile-type rockets. 
(7) Roman candles. 
(8) Sky rockets and bottle rockets. 
(9) Multiple tube devices under this paragraph “c” that are manufactured in 

accordance with APA 87-1, section 3.5. 
c. “Second-class consumer fireworks” means the following consumer fireworks: 

(1) Cone fountains. 
(2) Cylindrical fountains. 
(3) Flitter sparklers. 
(4) Ground and hand-held sparkling devices, including multiple tube ground and 

hand-held sparkling devices that are manufactured in accordance with APA 87-1, 
section 3.5. 

(5) Ground spinners. 
(6) Illuminating torches. 
(7) Toy smoke devices that are not classified as novelties pursuant to APA 87-1, 

section 3.2. 
d. “Display fireworks” includes any (1) explosive composition, (2) combination of explosive 

substances, or (3) article prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or audible effect 
by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation, and includes fireworks containing 
any (1) explosive compound, (2) flammable compound, or (3) other device containing any 
explosive substance. “Display fireworks” does not include novelties or consumer 
fireworks enumerated in chapter 3 of the American pyrotechnics association’s standard 
87-1. 

e. “Novelties” includes all novelties enumerated in chapter 3 of the American pyrotechnics 
association’s standard 87-1, and that comply with the labeling regulations promulgated 
by the United States consumer product safety commission. These do NOT require 
approval from DOT and are not regulated as explosives. “Novelties” include:  

(1) Party Popper. 
(2) Snapper Small. 
(3) Toy Smoke Devices. 
(4) Snakes, Glow Worms. 
(5) Wire Sparklers, Dipped Sticks. 
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