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CHAPTER 9 - PLANNED OPEN BURNING NOTIFICATION

Intent

lowa Administrative Code Section 567-23.2, as amended, allows Mills County residents
to burn certain items on their property. Mills County fire protection officials will benefit
by receiving advanced notice of planned open burning by property owners in Mills
County, lowa. This Ordinance encourages efficient use of fire protection resources. The
Ordinance will define a controlled or uncontrolled burn; create uniform procedures for
advanced notice of planned open burning; and establish penalties when an individual fails
to provide such notice.

Definitions

a. Advanced Notice: Verbal contact with the Mills County Communications Center
(712-527-4871) notifying the Communications Center a burn will occur on a
specific date at a specified location. The Communication Center shall receive
notification at least one (1) hour in advance of the burn.

b. Controlled Burn: Any burn supervised by an individual.

C. Uncontrolled Burn: An intentional or unintentional burn not supervised by an
individual.

Advance Notice Requirement

Every person, firm, corporation, or government entity shall provide advance notice to the
Mills County Communications Center before kindling or burning any:

a. Building or structure;

b. Farm land or pasture (including Crop Reserve Program [CRP] acres);
C. Other rural ground or woodland; or

d. Normal yard waste in a contained area.

Exceptions

This Ordinance shall not apply to the following situations:
a. Use of an outdoor fire for cooking;

b. Barbeque grills;



C.

d.

Outdoor fireplaces; or

Supervised burning of paper products in a contained area, such as a barrel.

9.1.5 Penalties

9.16

Any responsible party in violation of this Ordinance shall be found guilty of committing a
County Infraction as defined in Chapter 5 - Violations And Penalties of the Mills County
Code of Ordinances.

a.

Civil Penalty

A responsible party shall pay all court costs and a civil penalty of:

1) One Hundred Fifty dollars ($150.00) for the first violation;

(2)  Three hundred dollars ($300.00) for a second violation; and

3) Six Hundred dollars ($600.00) for a third and any subsequent violation.
This Ordinance authorizes a law enforcement officer or fire official to issue a civil
citation for a County Infraction. This Ordinance does not preclude a law
enforcement officer or fire official from exercising his or her discretion and

issuing a criminal citation for a violation of the lowa Code in lieu of issuing a
civil citation for violation of the Mills County Code of Ordinances.

City Fire Regulations Supersede

This Ordinance shall apply to both incorporated and unincorporated areas of Mills
County, lowa. In the event any City has the same or similar fire regulations, the City
regulations shall supersede this Ordinance.



